Three Earlier Iowas by J,  William
Masthead Logo The Palimpsest




Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/palimpsest
Part of the United States History Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the State Historical Society of Iowa at Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Palimpsest by an authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
J, W. "Three Earlier Iowas." The Palimpsest 33 (1952), 93-96.
Available at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/palimpsest/vol33/iss3/4
Three Earlier lowas
F our U nited  S tates w arsh ips have been nam ed 
for Iowa —  three of w hich have been of the battle ­
ship class. Since the H aw keye S ta te  is only a 
century old, and  since only six ty-four battleships 
have been constructed by our governm ent, Iow ans 
can well be proud of this signal honor.
T h e  first w arsh ip  nam ed for Iow a w as a tw in- 
screw sloop dating  back to Civil W a r  days. It 
w as originally nam ed the Ammonoosuc, and  w as 
constructed in the U nited  S tates N av y  Y ard  in 
Boston a t a cost of $1,231,685 in 1864. T h e  A m ­
monoosuc w as one of several c raft built to sweep 
C onfederate raiders of the Alabama type from the 
sea. T h e  Ammonoosuc w as 335 feet long, 44 feet 
b readth  of beam, 22.8 feet in depth, and  had  a nor­
mal displacem ent of 3,200 tons. T h e  nam e of the 
vessel w as changed to the U S S  Iowa on M ay  15, 
1869, and although she seems to be the first craft 
thus nam ed for Iowa, no particu lar comment ap ­
pears to have been m ade in Iow a new spapers.
T h e  career of the first Iowa w as relatively un ­
im portant, she being laid up in the Boston N avy  
Y ard  from 1870 to 1883. In 1882 she w as in­
spected and found unfit for fu rther service and  
stricken from the N avy  Register. O n  Septem ber
93
94 THE PALIMPSEST
27, 1883, she w as sold for $44,605 a t Boston, to 
the firm of H ubei and  P o rte r of Syracuse, N ew  
Y ork.
T h e  second Iowa w as one of the earliest battle ­
ships, having been constructed  a t Philadelphia be­
tw een 1893 and  1896 a t a cost of $5,871,000. She 
w as one of seven battlesh ips —  the M aine, Texas, 
N ew  York , Indiana, Massachusetts, Oregon, and 
Iowa —  th a t had been built by the U nited  S tates 
prior to the ou tbreak  of the Spanish-A m erican 
W a r .
A t the time of her launching the second Iowa 
w as called the “ queen of w arsh ip s” by an enthusi­
astic new spaper correspondent. She w as 360 feet 
long, 72 feet w ide, and displaced over 11,000 tons. 
“ A s an exam ple of the A m erican naval arch itec t’s 
skill,” one Iow a editor declared, “she is an 
achievem ent of w hich w e should well be proud, 
and  a nam esake in w hich any  sta te  m ight g lory .” 
O n J une 19, 1897, the silver service, purchased 
w ith an appropriation  of $5,000 by the G eneral 
A ssem bly of the S ta te  of Iowa, w as presented to 
the ship a t N ew port, R hode Island, by C. G. 
M cC arthy , S ta te  A udito r of Iowa, w hose brief 
speech included this w ish:
W h ile  w e hope th a t our navy  shall never tu rn  from the 
face of an y  enem y, m ay w e not indulge the la rg er hope 
th a t this s ta te ly  Iow a  and  the o ther battlesh ips and  the 
cruisers —  arm ored  and  unarm ored  —  shall som ehow  find 
a place as m essengers of peace ra th e r than  of w ar —  be
heralds of hum an p rogress ra th e r than  foem en in in te rn a ­
tional strife.
H ow ever desirable this w ish w as, it w as not 
destined to be fulfilled. Less than  a year la ter the 
C uban situation and the sinking of the Maine 
brought on the Spanish-A m erican W a r . T h e  
Iowa w as stationed outside the harbor of Santiago, 
Cuba, w here the Spanish fleet under A dm iral C er- 
vera had taken refuge. O n the m orning of Sun­
day, July 3, 1898, the Iowa, w hich lay opposite the 
mouth of Santiago harbor, fired a shot from a small 
gun and  raised the s ig n a l: “T h e  enem y is a ttem pt­
ing to escape.” In the fierce fighting tha t followed 
the Iowa crippled the Maria Teresa, sank two 
Spanish destroyers, and then w ith her sister b a t­
tleships crushed the Oquendo and the Vizcaya. 
C aptain  E ulate  of the sinking Vizcaya su rren ­
dered to C aptain  Robley D. E vans aboard  the 
Iowa. Later A dm iral C ervera and his staff w ere 
transferred  to this gallant nam esake of the H aw k- 
eye State.
T h e  next tw enty  years of the Iowa w ere un­
eventful, and in 1919 the name Iowa w as erased 
from the records and the old battleship  w as desig ­
nated merely as “B S 4 .” O n M arch  23, 1923, the 
second Iowa w as used as a ta rget for the Missis- 
sippi, the new  “queen of the navy .”
T h e  third battleship Iowa w as under construc­
tion when, by the terms of the W ash in g to n  T rea ty  
of 1922 limiting naval arm am ent, construction w as
THREE EARLIER IOWAS 95
cancelled. T h e  unfinished hull w as la ter used for 
ta rg e t practice.
T h e  com pilation on the opposite page affords 
some unusual com parisons of an old battleship  —  
the second Iowa —  w ith  the m ost m odern battle ­
ship, heavy cruiser, and  destroyer, the nam e of 
each being associated  w ith  Iow a.
T h e  following list of early  battlesh ips offers a 
still fu rther basis of com parison.
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EARLY UNITED STATES BATTLESHIPS
Name Completed Tons Name Completed Tons
1 Maine 1888 6,682 16 Georgia 1906 14,948
2 Texas 1889 6,315 17 New Jersey 1906 14,948
3 New York 1893 8,200 18 Rhode Island 1906 14,948
4 Indiana 1895 10,288 19 Virginia 1906 14,948
5 Massachusetts 1896 10,288 20 Connecticut 1906 16,000
6 Oregon 1896 10,288 21 Louisiana 1906 16,000
7 Iowa 1896 1 1,340 22 Kansas 1907 16,000
8 Kearsarge 1900 1 1,540 23 Minnesota 1907 16,000
9 Kentucky 1900 1 1,540 24 Nebraska 1907 14,948
10 Alabama 1900 1 1,565 25 Vermont 1907 16,000
1 1 Wisconsin 1901 1 1,565 26 New Hampshire 1908 16,000
12 Illinois 1901 1 1,565 27 Michigan 1909 16,000
13 Maine 1902 12,500 28 So. Carolina 1909 16,000
14 Missouri 1903 12,500 29 Delaware 1910 20,000
15 Ohio 1904 12,500 30 North Dakota 1910 20,000
In their day  these battlesh ips served the nation 
just as gallan tly  as the Iowa , the Wisconsin, the 
N ew  Jersey, and  the Missouri today.
W illiam J. Petersen
